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Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For behold, darkness shall
cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen
upon you (Isaiah 60:1-2).
One of my favorite things about the Christmas season is the glow of lights that seems to descend upon the
earth. Despite the fact that it is often bitterly cold outside and heavy winter coats don’t always seem to hold
the chill back, all of the lights seem to help. There is a warmth about them that brings a sense of peace. One of
the joys I have is driving around town after sunset and seeing that warm glow of lights on homes and
businesses. There is also a tremendous sense of joy to make that short walk home from the office, walking
over to my own home lit outside and in with the glow of light and the joy of Christ.
That, of course, is the point of the lights – or at least it should be. The lights we adorn our houses and trees
with is intended to be a reminder of the long-promised Messiah who, as Isaiah says, will shine forth his glory
upon us all to the point that his glory will be seen upon us. This is the Good News of this season, that we who
sit in the darkness of sin and death will be met with the Light of the world, Jesus Christ, and no darkness will
overcome it (John 1). This eternal light coming into the world is what we celebrate come Christmas and
throughout the season of Epiphany, which is the season of light.
And yet, the celebration does not stop when Epiphany ends. As God has promised us, the very Word made
flesh who has come to dwell among us is the same Word that is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path
(Psalm 119:105). It is the light of Christ which illuminates the pathways of our life so that we may know how
and where to walk in the safety, security, and warmth of his light. That path is the one that leads us to the
promised gift of eternity with Christ who will also be our eternal light: And the city has no need of sun or moon
to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb (Revelation 21:23). From beginning to
end, Christ is our light and our life eternal.
As we come to the end of our 125th year as a congregation, celebrating Christmas once again, I would
encourage you in two things. First, turn up the brightness of your lighted decorations for they are a powerful
witness to the Light of Christ coming to us to fill the darkness of our lives with the hope of eternal light. And
second, just as God promised through the prophet Isaiah that his glory would be seen upon us, know that he is
faithful to his promise, and so as our 125th anniversary theme stated, Let Your Light Shine throughout the year.
Christ is working through you to make known his glory to the nations and to call us all together into the joy of
his glory forever.
Lift up your eyes in wonder–
See, nations gather yonder
From sin to be set free.
The world has heard Your story;
Her sons come to Your glory;
Her daughters haste Your light to see (LSB #396, st. 4).
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On behalf of Kristin, Abigail, and I, we wish all of our Saint John’s family a happy and light-filled Christmas, as
well as a healthy New Year. It is an honor to serve alongside you in service to the kingdom of God. May you and
your families be blessed throughout this season and in the year ahead!
Nativity set up - On Saturday, December 3 we will set up
our nativity set on the front church lawn beginning at
9am. A few extra hands to assist in bringing the figures
(light) and platforms (heavy) up from the basement and
screwing everything together would be greatly
appreciated.

125th Anniversary Coffee Hour - The 125th Anniversary Committee will host a special coffee hour in the gym
on Sunday, December 4th. There will be a number of historical items set up for you to look at regarding the
history of St. John’s and our service to the Sayville community. This coffee hour will take place after both
services, so please stop by, take a look, and enjoy a trip through St. John’s past!
Sanctuary Decorating - We will decorate the sanctuary on Tuesday evening, December 13, starting at 7pm.
With enough help it takes about an hour. Please come lend a hand!
Hanging of the Greens – On Wednesday, December 14th we will have a special service to finalize the sanctuary
decorating and to highlight the symbolism of the various decorations we see each year. Please join us for this
special service at 7:15pm.

Cocoa, Cookies, & Carols – Also on Wednesday, December 14 following our
Advent midweek Service for the Hanging of the Greens, we will have a time
fellowship downstairs with hot cocoa, cookies, and the singing of Christmas
carols. Please join us!

Longest Night – Join us on Wednesday, December 21 at 7:15pm
for our Longest Night Service. On this darkest day of the year, we
will focus on the promise of God’s coming light in Christ. This year,
our service will offer wonderful music focused on the O Antiphons
which are the basis for the hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel (see
Cindy’s article below!).

Sanctuary Undecorating – All of the sanctuary decorations will be taken down on Tuesday, January 3 beginning
at 7pm. Again, with enough help, it should take about 1 hour. Please consider helping out!
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Advent, Christmas, & New Year’s Service Schedule
The Feast of St. Andrew Divine Service (11/30)
The Commemoration of Ambrose Divine Service (12/7)
The Hanging of the Greens Service (12/14)
Longest Night Service (12/21)

noon & 7:15pm
noon & 7:15pm
7:15pm
7:15pm

Christmas Eve Divine Service (12/24)
Christmas Day Divine Service (12/25)

4:00pm & 7:30pm
9:30am

New Year’s Eve Divine Service (12/31)
New Year’s Day Divine Service (1/1/2023)

6:30pm
9:30am

Official Acts at Saint John’s (thru Nov 15):
Baptisms:
Adeline Elizabeth Dulmovits

October16

Funerals:
Constance Florence Dietrich

November 9

Social Ministries Update
The Star Tree is up so please take a look as we have ‘adopted’ 49 children, 3 families and 2 woman’s shelters!!
Please considered taking a star or two and please know that your kindness and generosity is very much
appreciated by those in God’s kingdom needing our help to provide them with a gift for Christmas.
The gifts are due back on Sunday, December 11th and if you cannot bring the gift(s) by that date please call
Linda Bonventre (631-273-6826).
THANK YOU to all that helped with the preparations of the making of the Thanksgiving food boxes. Perhaps
you donated food or made a monetary donation or helped with setting up and preparing of the boxes, with
your help doing God’s work in the world 23 families will have a Thanksgiving meal!!
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Thank You!
Thanks goes to our staff here at St. John’s: Cindy, our Director of Music, Carol, our Bookkeeper, and Tom and
Steve, our Custodians. Your time and effort help our church run smoothly and efficiently!
A big thank you to the Smith & Schneeberg Families, as well as Steve Lindfors and Andy & Patricia Harris who
work very hard spring, summer, and fall to keep the outside landscaping looking so good and inviting. Your
work is appreciated and does not go unnoticed!
Thanks also to Steve Lindfors for getting the music room painted and looking great (stop in and see it if you
haven’t for some time!), and to Kevin Paul for getting our railings in and stained.
Thank you to all who have stepped up in the absence of a church administrator to help out with various tasks.
Your time and help has really benefitted our church. Thank you to Vivian Macy, Carole Seff, Kay Unz, Deanna
Suckow, Pam Arrasate, and Kristin Noack. Thanks also to John Martin for assistance with our website!
Also, special thanks to those who work behind the scenes to handle the various administrative tasks of
running a congregation, including our Church Council, Board of Elders, and Finance Committee.
Thanks also goes to all of you have jumped in to aid our Sunday School this year – you are a blessing!
And finally, thanks goes to so many who assist in making sure our Sunday mornings also go smoothly. We
appreciate all of our ushers, communion stewards, Choir members, Handbell ringers, Altar Guild members,
counters, and the Gaiser family who reset the sanctuary each week. Thanks to Bill Kopf and his Video Ministry
team for recording the services each week for the web.
There are so many people who do so much. Please know that you are all appreciated and your service to the
Lord and to our congregation is such a witness to your love for Christ and his people. Thank you all!
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Music Notes:

Cindy Holden, Director of Music

LSB 357, O Come, O Come, Emmanuel is followed by The Great “O” Antiphons – texts which, in their Latin form, date back
to no later than the 8th century. Traditionally one “O” antiphon was sung with the Magnificat at Vespers each day starting
on December 17 and ending on December 23, much as we sing an Antiphon with the Psalm each week.
O Sapientia – O Wisdom
O Adonai – O Adonai and ruler of the house of Israel
O Radix Jesse – O Root of Jesse
O Clavis David – O Key of David
O Oriens – O Dayspring
O Rex gentium - A King of the nations
O Emmanuel – O Emmanuel, our king and our Lord
Each of the “O” antiphons highlights a word that brings hope and promise to the Church as it names the One who comes
to us as Messiah. It is an acrostic “puzzle.” The first letter of the word following the exclamatory “O” from each day - S A
R C O R E – results in a string of letters, which, in reverse order, i.e., revealed only as one encounters all 7 antiphons, is:
ERO CRAS – Latin for “Tomorrow I will come!”
The hymn O Come, O Come , Emmanuel follows similarly with “O Come” starting each stanza, not so much translating or
paraphrasing the antiphons, but rather, focusing on the petition of each antiphon, and following each with the refrain:
“Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!
Wednesday, December 21 we gather for the Longest Night Service, an evening meditation that acknowledges the
darkness of our world. It also directs us to the light about to break forth. That service will include chant settings of the “O”
Antiphons (in English), each focused on a name of the coming Messiah, the hope of the world, as well as the hymn, Veni,
Veni Emmanuel. Join us at 7:15 pm and consider inviting someone you know who might not yet know the Christ, soon to
be among us!

The Work of Christmas
Composer Dan Forrest set a text by Howard Thurman for choir entitled The Work of Christmas. What “work” is that, and
who does it? Lutherans would, per the script, say that it is the work of God, and, of course, Christ does it. He intercedes
for the human race to break the clutches of sin & death. Christ is born as a babe in a humble stable, taking on human form;
God Incarnate; the one who will make his way to the cross and grave for our redemption.
How would our culture answer that same question? Listen to those chatting at the grocery store, on the streets, at
seasonal gatherings or sports events. There is a lot of talk about how much work has to get done for Christmas – shopping,
decorating, studying for finals, sending out cards or e-messages of various sorts, concerts to sing, play or attend, parties
and dinner gatherings to prepare for; the list goes on and energy gets sapped as we attempt to do everything we “must
do to get ready for Christmas”.
The poem actually addresses that which comes next; that which comes after December 25 - when the angel’s song is still,
when the bright star no longer shines in the sky, when the shepherds are back herding their flocks and the Wise Men,
having delivered their gifts to the baby, have gone back home.
In the church year, we jump from the wise men’s arrival on Epiphany to the Jordan River, where Christ is being baptized
by his cousin, John. The babe in the manger is, in short order, a grown man. Christ’s ministry unfolds as he teaches,
preaches, and lives the perfect life of the Son of God, finding the lost, healing the broken, feeding the hungry, setting the
captive free, rebuilding the nations to ultimately bring peace among brothers for eternity. The focus is not on the baby in
the manger, but rather, what the babe came for, and what He has taught us and done for us by his earthly presence.
May we enjoy this season of preparation for the coming of Messiah, sing and celebrate His arrival and then joyfully jump
into that work of Christmas. As the prophet Micah sums it up, “He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does
the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” Micah 6:8 May the work of
Christmas begin!

December 2022/January 2023

Page 5

SōLI (Singers of Long Island) will be performing three concerts this Advent season, each including Dan Forrest’s setting of
The Work of Christmas. All are welcome to attend this uplifting Advent concert, “Await the Dawn” at one of our sister
churches or in the recently restored chapel at the convent in Amityville.

Thank you to all who supported the LI Brass Guild & Organ fund raiser on November 20. Twelve hundred dollars was
raised for the work of Mercy Haven, Inc., as the organization strives to provide housing, education, counselling, and food
security for those struggling with mental illness, poverty and more.

St. John’s Eagle Eye Ringers at the Sayville Historical Society’s Annual Open House on November 25.
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December 2022

Sun

Sun

Sun

Sun

1 Isaiah 7:10-8:8; 1 Peter 3:1-22
2 Isaiah 8:9-9:7; 1 Peter 4:1-19
3 Isaiah 9:8-10:11; 1 Peter 5:1-14
4 Isaiah 10:12-27a, 33-34; 2 Peter 1:1-21
5 Isaiah 11:1-12:6; 2 Peter 2:1-22
6 Isaiah 14:1-23 ; 2 Peter 3:1-18
7 Isaiah 24:1-13 ; 1 John 1:1-2:14
8 Isaiah 24:14-25:12; 1 John 2:15-29
9 Isaiah 26:1-19 ; 1 John 3:1-24
10 Isaiah 26:20-27:13; 1 John 4:1-21
11 Isaiah 28:14-29; 1 John 5:1-21
12 Isaiah 29:1-14; Jude 1-25
13 Isaiah 29:15-30:14; Revelation 1:1-20
14 Isaiah 30:15-26; Revelation 2:1-29
15 Isaiah 30:27-31:9; Revelation 3:1-22
16 Isaiah 32:1-20; Revelation 4:1-11
17 Isaiah 33:1-24; Revelation 5:1-14
18 Isaiah 34:1-2,8-35:10; Revelation 6:1-17
19 Isaiah 40:1-17; Revelation 7:1-17
20 Isaiah 40:18-41:10; Revelation 8:1-13
21 Isaiah 42:1-25; Revelation 9:1-12
22 Isaiah 43:1-24; Revelation 9:13-10:11
23 Isaiah 43:25-44:20; Revelation 11:1-19
24 Isaiah 44:21-45:13,20-25; Revelation 12:1-17
25 Isaiah 49:1-18; Matthew 1:1-17
26 Isaiah 49:22-26, 50:4-51:8,12-16; Matthew 1:18-25
27 Isaiah 51:17-52:12; Matthew 2:1-12
28 Isaiah 52:13-54:10; Matthew 2:13-23
29 Isaiah 55:1-13; Luke 1:1-25
30 Isaiah 58:1-59:3,14-21; Luke 1:26-38
31 Isaiah 60:1-22; Luke 1:39-56
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January 2023
Sun

Sun

Sun

Sun

Sun

1 Isaiah 61:1-11; Luke 1:57-80
2 Isaiah 62:1-12; Luke 2:1-20
3 Isaiah 63:1-14; Luke 2:21-40
4 Isaiah 63:15-65:2; Luke 2:41-52
5 Isaiah 65:8-25; Luke 3:1-20
6 Isaiah 66:1-20; Luke 3:21-38
7 Ezekiel 1:1-14,22-28; Romans 1:1-17
8 Ezekiel 2:1-3:11; Romans 1:18-32
9 Ezekiel 3:12-27; Romans 2:1-16
10 Ezekiel 18:1-4, 19-32; Romans 2:17-29
11 Ezekiel 33:1-20; Romans 3:1-18
12 Ezekiel 34:1-24; Romans 3:19-31
13 Ezekiel 36:13-28; Romans 4:1-25
14 Ezekiel 36:33-37 :14; Romans 5:1-21
15 Ezekiel 37:15-28; Romans 6:1-23
16 Ezekiel 38:1-23; Romans 7:1-20
17 Ezekiel 39:1-10,17-29; Romans 7:21-8:17
18 Ezekiel 40:1-4,43:1-12; Romans 8:18-39
19 Ezekiel 44:1-16,23-29; Romans 9:1-18
20 Ezekiel 47:1-14, 21-23; Romans 9:19-33
21 Joel 1:1-20; Romans 10:1-21
22 Joel 2:1-17; Romans 11:1-24
23 Joel 2:18-32; Romans 11:25-12:13
24 Joel 3:1-21; Romans 12:14-13:14
25 Zechariah1:1-21; Romans 14:1-23
26 Zechariah 2:1-3:10; Romans 15:1-13
27 Zechariah 4:1-5:11; Romans 15:14-33
28 Zechariah 6:1-7:14; Romans 16:17-27
29 Zechariah 8:1-23; 2 Timothy 1:1-18
30 Zechariah 9:1-17; 2 Timothy 2:1-26
31 Zechariah 10:1-11:3; 2 Timothy 3:1-17

Page 7

Christmas Poinsettias
Yes, I wish to place a plant at the altar for Christmas:
[ ] To the Glory of God

[ ] In memory of

[ ] In honor of

Return this form to the church office: St. John’s Lutheran Church 48 Greene Avenue Sayville, NY 11782
Plants are $14.00 each. Please make checks payable to St. John’s Lutheran Church.
Deadline for orders is DECEMBER 14TH

Your Name________________________________________________________
Phone____________________________________________________________
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December Divine Service Assistant Schedule
1st Weekend
12/4

Sunday
7:45am

Sunday
9:30am

Communion Stewards
Ushers
Reader
2nd Weekend
12/11

Bill Audia
Charlie Erb
Jim Farrell
Jim Farrell
Sunday
7:45am

Leo Rigaud
Jane Emmel
Kristin Noack
Dorothy Bauer
Sunday
9:30am

Communion Stewards
Ushers
Reader
3rd Weekend
12/18

Robert Bayley
Christine & Brian Kirschenheiter
Christine Kirschenheiter
Sunday
7:45am

Andrew Valenti
Judy & Chuck Scott
Andrew Valenti
Sunday
9:30am

Communion Stewards
Ushers
Reader

Greg Calvano
Patricia & Andy Harris
Steve Malenczak

Paul Erath
Pam & Lloyd Arrasate
Paul Erath

If you are unable to serve where assigned, please find someone you can switch with or someone who
can take your place. Please let the Church Office know of any changes you make. Thank you.

Dec 4: Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13
Dec 11: Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-11
Dec 18: Isaiah 7:10-17; Romans 1:1-7
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Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
48 Greene Avenue
Sayville, NY 11782
(631) 589-3202 – office
(631) 589-1419 – fax
www.stjohnsayville.org
Facebook: Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church – Sayville NY
Rev. Brian Noack, Pastor – ext. 104
Cell Phone: (631) 806-7119
E-mail: pastor@stjohnsayville.org
Cindy Holden, Director of Music – ext. 105
E-mail: music@stjohnsayville.org
Main Office – ext. 103
E-mail: secretary@stjohnsayville.org
Carolyn Holtz, Bookkeeper – ext. 102
E-mail: bookkeeper@stjohnsayville.org
Saint John’s Divine Service Schedule
Sunday 7:45am & 9:30am
Church Office Hours: Tuesday-Friday, 8:30am-12:30pm
Bookkeeper Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 11am-3pm

MISSION STATEMENT
The family of Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church is called, gathered and empowered by the Holy Spirit
through Word and Sacrament to confess and proclaim the gospel and love of Jesus Christ
to our congregation, community and world.

A Congregation of The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod

The Good News is published by the church office of Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church to keep its
members and friends informed of church news and activities. Newsletter deadline for the February 2023 issue
will be January 15th.
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