
Daily Devotions for Home and Family 

For the Week of Reformation 

October 25 through October 31 

The Ten Commandments – The 1st Commandment 
[22] Beside this, there is also a false worship and extreme idolatry, which we have practiced up to now. 

This is also still common in the world. All churchly orders are founded on it. It concerns the conscience 

alone, which seeks help, consolation, and salvation in its own works. This conscience imagines it can 

wrestle heaven away from God and thinks about how many requests it has made, how often it has fasted, 

celebrated Mass, and so on. Upon such things it depends and boasts, as though unwilling to receive 

anything from God as a gift. For it wants to earn or merit heaven with abundant works. The conscience acts 

as though God must serve us and is our debtor, and we are His liege lords. [23] What is this but reducing 

God to an idol—indeed, an apple-god—and elevating and regarding ourselves as God? But this point is a 

little too clever and is not for young pupils. 

[24] Let the following point be made to the simple; then they may well note and remember the meaning of 

this commandment: We are to trust in God alone and look to Him and expect from Him nothing but good, 

as from one who gives us body, life, food, drink, nourishment, health, protection, peace, and all necessaries 

of both temporal and eternal things. He also preserves us from misfortune. And if any evil befall us, He 

delivers and rescues us. So it is God alone (as has been said well enough) from whom we receive all good 

and by whom we are delivered from all evil. [25] So, I think, we Germans from ancient times name God 

(more elegantly and appropriately than any other language) from the word Good. It is as though He were an 

eternal fountain that gushes forth abundantly nothing but what is good. And from that fountain flows forth 

all that is and is called good. [26] Even though we experience much good from other people, whatever we 

receive by God’s command or arrangement is all received from God. For our parents and all rulers and 

everyone else, with respect to his neighbor, have received from God the command that they should do us all 

kinds of good. So we receive these blessings not from them, but through them, from God. For creatures are 

only the hands, channels, and means by which God gives all things. So He gives to the mother breasts and 

milk to offer to her child, and He gives corn and all kinds of produce from the earth for nourishment [Psalm 

104:27–28; 147:8–9]. None of these blessings could be produced by any creature of itself. 

[27] So no one should expect to take or give anything except what God has commanded. Then it may be 

acknowledged as God’s gift, and thanks may be rendered to Him for it, as this commandment requires. For 

this reason also, the ways we receive good gifts through creatures are not to be rejected. Nor should we 

arrogantly seek other ways and means than what God has commanded. For that would not be receiving 

from God, but seeking for ourselves. 

[28] Let everyone, then, see to it that he values this commandment great and high above all things. Do not 

regard it as a joke! Ask and examine your heart diligently [2 Corinthians 13:5], and you will find out 

whether it clings to God alone or not. If you have a heart that can expect of Him nothing but what is good—

especially in need and distress—and a heart that also renounces and forsakes everything that is not God, 

then you have the only true God. If, on the contrary, your heart clings to anything else from which it 

expects more good and help than from God, and if your heart does not take refuge in Him but flees from 

Him when in trouble, then you have an idol, another god. 

[29] God will not have this commandment thrown to the winds. He will most strictly enforce it. In order 

that this may be known He has added (a) a terrible threat and (b) a beautiful, comforting promise. This 

promise is also to be taught and impressed upon young people [Deuteronomy 6:7], that they may take it to 

heart and hold it. ~ The Large Catechism, Part 1: 22-29 



The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray and confess out loud as much from this order as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  

Learn by heart the catechism and hymn each week. 
  

Invocation 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Psalm – 46 
 

The Catechism – Baptism – Second 
What benefits does Baptism give? 

It works the forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal 

salvation to all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 

 Which are these words and promises of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized 

will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.” Mark 16:16 
 

Daily Readings: 
Sunday, October 25 – Matthew 17:14-27 (Commemoration of Dorcas [Tibitha], 

Lydia, and Phoebe, Faithful Women) 

Monday, October 26 – Matthew 18:1-20 (Commemoration of Philipp Nicolai, Johann 

Heermann, and Paul Gerhardt, Hymnwriters) 

Tuesday, October 27 – Matthew 18:21-35  

Wednesday, October 28 – Matthew 19:1-15 (Feast of St. Simon and St. Jude, 

Apostles; suggested add’l reading: John 15: [12-16] 17-21) 

Thursday, October 29 – Matthew 19:16-30 

Friday, October 30 – Matthew 20:1-16  

Saturday, October 31 – Matthew 20:17-34 (The Day of Reformation; suggested add’l 

reading: John 8:31-36) 

 



Meditation (If you are using another devotional tool, such as Portals of Prayer, this 

would be an appropriate place to insert it) 
 

Prayers   
Let us pray…Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on Your faithful 

people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and truth, protect and deliver us in times of 

temptation, defend us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your saving 

peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

O Lord, turn your eyes in mercy towards us…behold, visit, and relieve all Your servants 

who stand in need of prayer: 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church; The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; The Rev. Matthew 

Harrison; The Atlantic District; The Rev. Dien Ashley Taylor; Concordia Theological 

Seminary, Ft. Wayne; The Rev. Jon Bruss; Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; The Rev. 

Thomas Egger; The Concordia University System; Lutheran Parochial Schools; Our 

Sister Churches; All Pastors, Missionaries, and Church Workers; The Rev. Eric Stinnett 

& Family; The Rev. Dr. Tom Park; The United States of America; President Donald 

Trump; The U.S. Congress and Senate; The Supreme Court Justices and all judges and 

magistrates; Governor Kathy Hochul; All State and locally elected officials; U.S. Military 

Personnel; All Fire, Police, and EMS workers and volunteers; Lindy Amibile; Emily 

Arrasate; Rob Arrasate; George Arrigo; Jim Baum; Jackie Blydenburgh; Barbara Brush; 

Roseann Carrano; Dean Clemente; John D’Angelo; Rose DeCurzio; Ed Doepp; Tara 

Coppola; Bill East; Holly Erb; Jason Erb; Kristin Fletcher; Richard Frenz; The Family of 

Mary Fusi; Viola Grau; Harper Gwin; Marilyn Jorg; Peter Lopacki; Don Mack; Sammy 

Malenczak; Katie Marghoob; Dorothy Mistler; Rudy & Julie Morgenfruh; Honey Pabst; 

Karen Paul; Joanne Roland; Alice Ryan; Diane Schortemeyer; Chuck & Judy Scott; Asa 

Shaw; Judy Smith; Gertrude Sutorius; Arlene Uhl; Ingrid Vessie; Elaine Whitehouse; 

Jack Whitehouse; Edward Zerbe 

 

Armed Forces: Gregory D’Alessandro; Emma Levine; Phillip Rappe; Brian Williams; 

Michael John Young 

 

Look upon them with your grace and favor; grant them comfort and a sure confidence in 

You; defend them from all danger and keep them in perpetual peace and safety; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  Amen. 

 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

Morning or Evening Prayer 
 (Morning) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 

would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 

please You.  For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me.  Amen. 
 

 (Evening) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 

sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your 

hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 

Hymn for the Week – Thy Strong Word LSB #578, st. 6 

God the Father, light-creator, 

To Thee laud and honor be. 

To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 

Praise be sung eternally. 

Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 

Glory, glory be to Thee. 

Mortals, angels, now and ever 

Praise the holy Trinity! 

 

Closing Blessing 

 L  Let us bless the Lord.   

C  Thanks be to God. 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ T and the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with us all. 

C Amen. 

 

 
† Look Ahead for Next Week: 

Revelation 7:9-17  1 John 3:1-3  Matthew 5:1-12 
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