
Daily Devotions for Home and Family 

For the Week of the Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

November 8 through November 14 

Explanation of the Appendix to the First Commandment 

[41] Therefore, let everyone seriously take this passage to heart, lest it be regarded as though a man 

had spoken it. For you it is a question of eternal blessing, happiness, and salvation, or of eternal wrath, 

misery, and woe. What more would you have or desire than God so kindly promising to be yours with 

every blessing and to protect and help you in all need? 

[42] But unfortunately, here is the failure: the world believes none of this, nor regards it as God’s 

Word. For the world sees that those who trust in God and not in Mammon suffer care and want, and 

that the devil opposes and resists them. They don’t have money or favor or honor, and besides, can 

scarcely support life. On the other hand, those who serve Mammon have power, favor, honor, 

possessions, and every comfort in the eyes of the world. For this reason, these words must be 

understood to speak against the appearance of such things. And we must consider that they do not lie 

or deceive, but must come true. 

[43] Reflect for yourself or investigate and tell me: Those who have used all their care and diligence to 

gather great possessions and wealth, what have they finally gained? You will find that they have 

wasted their toil and labor, or even though they have amassed great treasures, they have been dispersed 

and scattered [Luke 12:16–21]. So they themselves have never found happiness in their wealth, and 

afterward, it never reached the third generation. 

[44] You will find plenty of examples in all histories, also in the memory of aged and experienced 

people. Just watch and ponder them. 

[45] Saul was a great king, chosen by God, and a godly man. But when he was established on his 

throne, he let his heart wander from God and put his trust in his crown and power [1 Samuel 9–13]. 

Then he had to perish with all he had, so that not even his children remained [1 Samuel 31]. 

[46] David, on the other hand, was a poor, despised man, hunted down and chased, so that he did not 

feel his life was secure anywhere [1 Samuel 19–29]. Yet, he had to survive in spite of Saul, and 

become king [2 Samuel 2]. For these words of the promise had to abide and come true, since God 

cannot lie or deceive [Titus 1:2]. Just let not the devil and the world deceive you with their show, 

which indeed remains for a time, but finally is nothing. 

[47] Let us, then, learn well the First Commandment, that we may see how God will tolerate no 

overconfidence nor any trust in any other object. We will see how He requires nothing greater from us 

than confidence from the heart for everything good. Then we may live right and straightforward and 

use all the blessings that God gives, just as a shoemaker uses his needle, awl, and thread for work and 

then lays them aside. Or we may behave like a traveler using an inn, food, and bed only to meet his 

present need. Each person may do this in his calling, according to God’s order, and without allowing 

any of these things to be his lord or idol. [48] This is enough about the First Commandment, which we 

have had to explain at length, since it is of chief importance. For, as said earlier, where the heart is 

rightly set toward God [Deuteronomy 32:46] and this commandment is observed, all the other 

commandments follow. ~ LC I:41-48 



The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray and confess out loud as much from this order as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  

Learn by heart the catechism and hymn each week. 
  

Invocation 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Psalm – 70 
 

The Catechism – Baptism – Fourth 

What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

It indicates the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be 

drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and that a new man should daily 

emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

Where is this written? 

St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him by 

baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through 

the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” Romans 6:4 

 
Daily Readings: 

Sunday, November 8 – Matthew 24:29-51 (Commemoration of Johannes von 

Staupitz, Luther’s Father Confessor) 

Monday, November 9 – Matthew 25:1-13 (Commemoration of Martin Chemnitz 

[birth], Pastor and Confessor) 

Tuesday, November 10 – Matthew 25:14-30  

Wednesday, November 11 – Matthew 25:31-46 (Commemoration of Martin of Tours, 

Pastor) 

Thursday, November 12 – Matthew 26:1-19 

Friday, November 13 – Matthew 26:20-35  



Saturday, November 14 – Matthew 26:36-56 (Commemoration of Emperor Justinian, 

Christian Ruler and Confessor of Christ) 

 
Meditation (If you are using another devotional tool, such as Portals of Prayer, this 

would be an appropriate place to insert it) 

 
Prayers   

Let us pray…Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His 

bride, the Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter 

into His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

 

O Lord, turn your eyes in mercy towards us…behold, visit, and relieve all Your servants 

who stand in need of prayer: 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church; The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; The Rev. Matthew 

Harrison; The Atlantic District; The Rev. Dien Ashley Taylor; Concordia Theological 

Seminary, Ft. Wayne; The Rev. Jon Bruss; Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; The Rev. 

Thomas Egger; The Concordia University System; Lutheran Parochial Schools; Our 

Sister Churches; All Pastors, Missionaries, and Church Workers; The Rev. Eric Stinnett 

& Family; The Rev. Dr. Tom Park; The United States of America; President Donald 

Trump; The U.S. Congress and Senate; The Supreme Court Justices and all judges and 

magistrates; Governor Kathy Hochul; All State and locally elected officials; U.S. Military 

Personnel; All Fire, Police, and EMS workers and volunteers; Lindy Amibile; Emily 

Arrasate; Rob Arrasate; George Arrigo; Jim Baum; Jackie Blydenburgh; Eugene 

Bolmarcich; Barbara Brush; Roseann Carrano; Dean Clemente; John D’Angelo; Rose 

DeCurzio; Ed Doepp; Tara Coppola; Bill East; Holly Erb; Jason Erb; Kristin Fletcher; 

Richard Frenz; The Family of Mary Fusi; John Geyer; Viola Grau; Harper Gwin; Denise 

Howard; Marilyn Jorg; Peter Lopacki; Don Mack; Sammy Malenczak; Katie Marghoob; 

Dorothy Mistler; Rudy & Julie Morgenfruh; Daniel, Sarah & Ruby Orama; Honey Pabst; 

Karen Paul; Joanne Roland; Alice Ryan; Diane Schortemeyer; Chuck & Judy Scott; Asa 

Shaw; Judy Smith; Gertrude Sutorius; Arlene Uhl; Ingrid Vessie; Elaine Whitehouse; 

Jack Whitehouse; Edward Zerbe 

 

Armed Forces: Gregory D’Alessandro; Emma Levine; Phillip Rappe; Brian Williams; 

Michael John Young 

 

Look upon them with your grace and favor; grant them comfort and a sure confidence in 

You; defend them from all danger and keep them in perpetual peace and safety; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

Morning or Evening Prayer 
 (Morning) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 

would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 

please You.  For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me.  Amen. 
 

 (Evening) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 

sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your 

hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 

Hymn for the Week – The Bridegroom Soon Will Call Us LSB #514, st. 4 

In that fair home shall never 

Be silent music’s voice; 

With hearts and lips forever 

We shall in God rejoice, 

While angel hosts are raising 

With saints from great to least 

A mighty hymn praising  

The Giver of the feast. 

 

Closing Blessing 

 L  Let us bless the Lord.   

C  Thanks be to God. 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ T and the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with us all. 

C Amen. 

 

 
† Look Ahead for Next Week: 

Zephaniah 1:7-16 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 Matthew 25:14-30 
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