
Daily Devotions for Home and Family 

For the Week of the Second Sunday After Christmas 

January 4 through January 10 

FAITH 
Chapter 87. The Case of Monstrous Births. 

We are not justified in affirming even of monstrosities, which are born and live, however quickly they 

may die, that they shall not rise again, nor that they shall rise again in their deformity, and not rather 

with an amended and perfected body. God forbid that the double limbed man who was lately born in 

the East, of whom an account was brought by most trustworthy brethren who had seen him — an 

account which the presbyter Jerome, of blessed memory, left in writing; — God forbid, I say, that we 

should think that at the resurrection there shall be one man with double limbs, and not two distinct 

men, as would have been the case had twins been born. And so other births, which, because they have 

either a superfluity or a defect, or because they are very much deformed, are called monstrosities, shall 

at the resurrection be restored to the normal shape of man; and so each single soul shall possess its 

own body; and no bodies shall cohere together even though they were born in cohesion, but each 

separately shall possess all the members which constitute a complete human body. 

 

Chapter 88. The Material of the Body Never Perishes. 

Nor does the earthly material out of which men's mortal bodies are created ever perish; but though it 

may crumble into dust and ashes, or be dissolved into vapors and exhalations, though it may be 

transformed into the substance of other bodies, or dispersed into the elements, though it should become 

food for beasts or men, and be changed into their flesh, it returns in a moment of time to that human 

soul which animated it at the first, and which caused it to become man, and to live and grow. 

 

Chapter 89. But This Material May Be Differently Arranged in the Resurrection Body. 

And this earthly material, which when the soul leaves it becomes a corpse, shall not at the resurrection 

be so restored as that the parts into which it is separated, and which under various forms and 

appearances become parts of other things (though they shall all return to the same body from which 

they were separated), must necessarily return to the same parts of the body in which they were 

originally situated. For otherwise, to suppose that the hair recovers all that our frequent clippings and 

shavings have taken away from it, and the nails all that we have so often pared off, presents to the 

imagination such a picture of ugliness and deformity, as to make the resurrection of the body all but 

incredible. But just as if a statue of some soluble metal were either melted by fire, or broken into dust, 

or reduced to a shapeless mass, and a sculptor wished to restore it from the same quantity of metal, it 

would make no difference to the completeness of the work what part of the statue any given particle of 

the material was put into, as long as the restored statue contained all the material of the original one; so 

God, the Artificer of marvellous and unspeakable power, shall with marvellous and unspeakable 

rapidity restore our body, using up the whole material of which it originally consisted. Nor will it 

affect the completeness of its restoration whether hairs return to hairs, and nails to nails, or whether the 

part of these that had perished be changed into flesh, and called to take its place in another part of the 

body, the great Artist taking careful heed that nothing shall be unbecoming or out of place.  

~ Enchiridion, Chapters 87-89 
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The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray and confess out loud as much from this order as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  

Learn by heart the catechism and hymn each week. 
  

Invocation 
 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Psalm – 119: 97-104 
 

The Catechism – Confession & Office of the Keys 

What is the Office of the Keys? 

The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has given to the Church 

on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the 

unrepentant as long as they do not repent. 
  

Daily Readings: 
Sunday, January 4 – Luke 2:41-52 

Monday, January 5 – Luke 3:1-20  

Tuesday, January 6 – Luke 3:21-38 

Wednesday, January 7 – Roman 1:1-17  

Thursday, January 8 – Roman 1:18-32  

Friday, January 9 – Roman 2:1-16  

Saturday, January 10 – Roman 2:17-29 (Commemoration of Basil the Great of 

Caesarea, Gregory of Nazianzus, and Gregory of Nyssa, Pastors and Confessors) 

 
Meditation (If you are using another devotional tool, such as Portals of Prayer, this 

would be an appropriate place to insert it) 

 
 
 
 



Prayers   
Let us pray…Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your 

incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

O Lord, turn your eyes in mercy towards us…behold, visit, and relieve all Your servants 

who stand in need of prayer: 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church; The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; The Rev. Matthew 

Harrison; The Atlantic District; The Rev. Dien Ashley Taylor; Concordia Theological 

Seminary, Ft. Wayne; The Rev. Jon Bruss; Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; The Rev. 

Thomas Egger; The Concordia University System; Lutheran Parochial Schools; Our 

Sister Churches; All Pastors, Missionaries, and Church Workers; The Rev. Eric Stinnett 

& Family; The Rev. Dr. Tom Park; The United States of America; President Donald 

Trump; The U.S. Congress and Senate; The Supreme Court Justices and all judges and 

magistrates; Governor Kathy Hochul; All State and locally elected officials; U.S. Military 

Personnel; All Fire, Police, and EMS workers and volunteers; Gail Acker; Lindy 

Amabile; Peggy Arciero; Emily Arrasate; Rob Arrasate; Hubert Bauer; Jim Baum; David 

Bayley; Jackie Blydenburgh; Claire Bornholdt; Roseann Carrano; Tara Coppola; Roy & 

Ingrid Chopping; Jackie Cutler & Family; Lucy Decker; Jeanne Demmers; Ed Doepp; 

Ruth Dorsty; Charlie Erb; Holly Erb; Carol Foth; Anne Grant; Matthew Grau; Rebecca 

Helsom; Barbara Helwuig; Olivia Hintz; Arthur Holden; The Hole Family; Kelly Housto; 

Marilyn Jorg; Bill Kopf; Alfred Longhitano; Alex Lopacki; Sue Madsen; Dorothy 

Mistler; Terri O’Brian; Douglas Pabst; Michael Panarese; Gabrielle Pancir; Bryan Paul; 

Joe Pinz; Carol Rappolt; Christian Rappolt; Joann Roland; Alice Ryan; Lisa Schantz; 

Judy Scheiner; Dakota Schmidt; Art Schmidt; Chuck Scott; Judy Scott; Carol Shaw; 

Nandy Singh; Judy Smith; Dina St. Giles; Bill & Deanna Suckow; Gertrude Sutorius; 

Alessandra Trevisan; Ingrid Vessie; Patrice Vitalino; Jo-Ann Walther; Jack Whitehouse; 

Alex Wilson; Edward Zerbe 

 

Armed Forces: Gregory D’Alessandro; Emma Levine; Phillip Rappe; Brian Williams; 

Michael John Young 

 

Look upon them with your grace and favor; grant them comfort and a sure confidence in 

You; defend them from all danger and keep them in perpetual peace and safety; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

Morning or Evening Prayer 
 (Morning) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 

would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 

please You.  For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me.  Amen. 
 

 (Evening) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 

sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your 

hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 

Hymn for the Week – To Your Temple, Lord, I Come LSB #981, st. 5 

While I listen to Your Law, 

Fill my soul with humble awe 

Till Your Gospel bring to me 

Life and immortality. 

 

Closing Blessing 
 L  Let us bless the Lord.   

C  Thanks be to God. 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ T and the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with us all. 

C Amen. 
 

 
† Look Ahead for Next Week: 

Isaiah 42:1-9   Romans 6:1-11  Matthew 3:13-17 

 


