Daily Devotions for Home and Family
For the Week of the Fifth Sunday in Lent
March 22 through March 28

FAITH
Chapter 108. A Mediator Was Necessary to Reconcile Us to God; And Unless This
Mediator Had Been God, He Could Not Have Been Our Redeemer.

For we could not be redeemed, even through the one Mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus, if He were not also God. Now when Adam was created, he, being a righteous
man, had no need of a mediator. But when sin had placed a wide gulf between God and the
human race, it was expedient that a Mediator, who alone of the human race was born, lived,
and died without sin, should reconcile us to God, and procure even for our bodies a
resurrection to eternal life, in order that the pride of man might be exposed and cured through
the humility of God; that man might be shown how far he had departed from God, when God
became incarnate to bring him back; that an example might be set to disobedient man in the
life of obedience of the God-Man; that the fountain of grace might be opened by the Only-
begotten taking upon Himself the form of a servant, a form which had no antecedent merit;
that an earnest of that resurrection of the body which is promised to the redeemed might be
given in the resurrection of the Redeemer; that the devil might be subdued by the same nature
which it was his boast to have deceived, and yet man not glorified, lest pride should again
spring up; and, in fine, with a view to all the advantages which the thoughtful can perceive
and describe, or perceive without being able to describe, as flowing from the transcendent
mystery of the person of the Mediator.

Chapter 111. After the Resurrection There Shall Be Two Distinct Kingdoms, One of

Eternal Happiness, the Other of Eternal Misery.
After the resurrection, however, when the final, universal judgment has been completed, there
shall be two kingdoms, each with its own distinct boundaries, the one Christ's, the other the
devil's; the one consisting of the good, the other of the bad — both, however, consisting of
angels and men. The former shall have no will, the latter no power, to sin, and neither shall
have any power to choose death; but the former shall live truly and happily in eternal life, the
latter shall drag a miserable existence in eternal death without the power of dying; for the life
and the death shall both be without end. But among the former there shall be degrees of
happiness, one being more pre-eminently happy than another; and among the latter there shall
be degrees of misery, one being more endurably miserable than another. ~ Enchiridion,
Chapters 108, 111
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The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from this order as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.
Learn by heart the catechism and hymn each week.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I« everlasting.
Amen.

Psalm — 130

The Catechism — Christian Questions With Their Answers

4. What have you deserved from God because of your sins?
His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation. See Romans
6:21, 23.

5. Do you hope to be saved?
Yes, that is my hope.

6. In whom then do you trust?
In my dear Lord Jesus Christ.

Daily Readings:
Sunday, March 22 — Mark 14:12-31
Monday, March 23 — Mark 14:32-52
Tuesday, March 24 — Mark 14:53-72
Wednesday, March 25 — Mark 15:1-15 (Feast of The Annunciation of Our Lord;
suggested add’l reading: Luke 1:26-38)
Thursday, March 26 — Mark 15:16-32
Friday, March 27 — Mark 15:33-47
Saturday, March 28 — Mark 16:1-20

Meditation (If you are using another devotional tool, such as Portals of Prayer, this
would be an appropriate place to insert it)



Prayers
Let us pray...Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your
people that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

O Lord, turn your eyes in mercy towards us...behold, visit, and relieve all Your servants
who stand in need of prayer:

St. John’s Lutheran Church; The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; The Rev. Matthew
Harrison; The Atlantic District; The Rev. Dien Ashley Taylor; Concordia Theological
Seminary, Ft. Wayne; The Rev. Jon Bruss; Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; The Rev.
Thomas Egger; The Concordia University System; Lutheran Parochial Schools; Our
Sister Churches; All Pastors, Missionaries, and Church Workers; The Rev. Eric Stinnett
& Family; The Rev. Dr. Tom Park; The United States of America; President Donald
Trump; The U.S. Congress and Senate; The Supreme Court Justices and all judges and
magistrates; Governor Kathy Hochul; All State and locally elected officials; U.S. Military
Personnel; All Fire, Police, and EMS workers and volunteers; Emily Arrasate; Rob
Arrasate; Jim Baum; Jackie Blydenburgh; Roseann Carrano; Roy & Ingrid Chopping;
Dean Clemente; Ed Doepp; Holly Erb; Anne Grant; Don Mack; Dorothy Mistler; Rudy &
Julie Morgenfruh; Dot Rigaud; Joanne Roland; Alice Ryan; Judy Smith; Gertrude
Sutorius; Arlene Uhl; Ingrid Vessie; Jack Whitehouse

Armed Forces: Gregory D’Alessandro; Emma Levine; Phillip Rappe; Brian Williams;
Michael John Young

Look upon them with your grace and favor; grant them comfort and a sure confidence in
You; defend them from all danger and keep them in perpetual peace and safety; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Morning or Evening Prayer
(Morning) 1 thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may
please You. For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over
me. Amen.

(Evening) 1 thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Hymn for the Week — O Christ, Who Shared Our Mortal Life LSB #552, st. 1
O Christ, who shared our mortal life
And ended death’s long reign,
Who healed the sick and raised the dead
And bore our grief and pain:
We know our years on earth are few,
That death is always near.
Come now to us, O Lord of Life;
Bring hope that conquers fear!

Closing Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ *}+ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with us all.
Amen.

T Look Ahead for Next Week:
Palm/Passion Sunday:
Isaiah 50:4-9a Philippians 2:5-11  John 12:12-19 Matthew 26-27



