Daily Devotions for Home and Family
For the Week of the Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 30 through September 5

Preface

A Christian, profitable, and necessary preface, and faithful, serious encouragement from Dr. Martin
Luther to all Christians, but especially to all pastors and preachers. They should daily exercise
themselves in the catechism, which is a short summary and epitome of the entire Holy Scriptures. They
should always teach the catechism.

[1] We have no small reasons for constantly preaching the catechism and for both desiring and begging
others to teach it. For sadly we see that many pastors and preachers are very negligent in this matter
and slight both their office and this teaching. Some neglect the catechism because of great and high art
<giving their mind, as they imagine, to much “higher” matters>. But others neglect it from sheer
laziness and care for their bellies. They take no other stand in this business than to act as pastors and
preachers for their bellies’ sake. They have nothing to do but to «<spend and> consume their wages as
long as they live, just as they used to do under the papacy. [2] They now have everything they are to
preach and teach placed before them abundantly, clearly, and easily, in so many helpful books. These
truly are “Sermons That Preach Themselves,” “Sleep Soundly,” “Be Prepared,” and “Thesaurus,” as
they used to be called. Yet these preachers are not even godly and honest enough to buy these books
or, even when they have them, to look at them or read them. Oh, they are completely shameful gluttons
and servants of their own bellies. They are more fit to be swineherds and dog tenders than caretakers
of souls and pastors. [3] These pastors are now released from the useless and burdensome babbling of
the seven canonical hours of prayer. I wish that, instead of these, they would read each morning, noon,
and evening only a page or two in the catechism, the prayer book, the New Testament, or something
else in the Bible. They should pray the Lord’s Prayer for themselves and their parishioners. Then they
might respond with honor and thanks to the Gospel, by which they have been delivered from obvious
burdens and troubles, and might feel a little shame. For like pigs and dogs, they take nothing more
from the Gospel than this lazy, deadly, shameful, worldly freedom! [4] The common people also
respect the Gospel altogether too lightly, and we accomplish nothing special, even though we work
diligently. What, then, would be achieved if we were as negligent and lazy as we were under the

papacy?

[5] To this laziness such preachers add the shameful vice and secret infection of security and
contentment. In other words, many see the catechism as a poor, common teaching, which they can read
through once and immediately understand. They can throw the book into a corner and be ashamed to
read it again. [6] Yes, even among the nobility one may find some clowns and penny pinchers, who
say (a) there is no longer any need for either pastors or preachers, (b) we have everything in books, and
(c) everyone can easily learn it by himself. So they are happy to let the parishes rot and become empty.
They let pastors and preachers worry and go hungry, just as crazy Germans are accustomed to do. For
we Germans have such disgraceful people and must put up with them. ~ The Large Catechism,
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The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from this order as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.
Learn by heart the catechism and hymn each week.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I everlasting.
Amen.

Psalm — 26

The Catechism — The Lord’s Prayer — Second Petition

Thy kingdom come.

What does this mean?
God’s kingdom certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we pray in this
petition that it may come to us also.

How does God'’s kingdom come?
God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that
by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and
there in eternity.

Daily Readings:
Sunday, August 30 — 2 Corinthians 8:1-24
Monday, August 31 — 2 Corinthians 9:1-15
Tuesday, September 1 — Ephesians 1:1-23 (Commemoration of Joshua)
Wednesday, September 2 — Ephesians 2:1-22 (Commemoration of Hannah)
Thursday, September 3 — Ephesians 3:1-21 (Commemoration of Gregory the Great,
Pastor)
Friday, September 4 — Ephesians 4:1-24 (Commemoration of Moses)
Saturday, September 5 — Ephesians 4:25—5:14 (Commemoration of Zacharias and
Elizabeth)



Meditation (If you are using another devotional tool, such as Portals of Prayer, this
would be an appropriate place to insert it)

Prayers
Let us pray...Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the
cross for our redemption. Grant us courage to take up our cross daily and follow Him
wherever He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

O Lord, turn your eyes in mercy towards us...behold, visit, and relieve all Your servants
who stand in need of prayer:

St. John’s Lutheran Church; The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; The Rev. Matthew
Harrison; The Atlantic District; The Rev. Dien Ashley Taylor; Concordia Theological
Seminary, Ft. Wayne; The Rev. Jon Bruss; Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; The Rev.
Thomas Egger; The Concordia University System; Lutheran Parochial Schools; Our
Sister Churches; All Pastors, Missionaries, and Church Workers; The Rev. Eric Stinnett
& Family; The Rev. Dr. Tom Park; The United States of America; President Donald
Trump; The U.S. Congress and Senate; The Supreme Court Justices and all judges and
magistrates; Governor Kathy Hochul; All State and locally elected officials; U.S. Military
Personnel; All Fire, Police, and EMS workers and volunteers; Emily Arrasate; Rob
Arrasate; Jim Baum; Kim Billings; Jackie Blydenburgh; Barbara Brush; Roseann
Carrano; Dean Clemente; John D’Angelo; Rose DeCurzio; Ed Doepp; Tara Coppola;
Kim Dufrenoy; Bill East; Holly Erb; Jason Erb; Marion Flaharty; Kristin Fletcher; The
Family of Mary Fusi; Viola Grau; Harper Gwin; Marilyn Jorg; Louise Kagenaar; Peter
Lopacki; Don Mack; Sammy Malenczak; Katie Marghoob; Dorothy Mistler; Rudy &
Julie Morgenfruh; Karen Paul; Joanne Roland; Alice Ryan; Doris Schindlar; Diane
Schortemeyer; Chuck & Judy Scott; Asa Shaw; Judy Smith; Gertrude Sutorius; Arlene
Uhl; Ingrid Vessie; Elaine Whitehouse; Jack Whitehouse

Armed Forces: Gregory D’Alessandro; Emma Levine; Phillip Rappe; Brian Williams;
Michael John Young

Look upon them with your grace and favor; grant them comfort and a sure confidence in
You; defend them from all danger and keep them in perpetual peace and safety; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Morning or Evening Prayer
(Morning) 1 thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may
please You. For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over
me. Amen.

(Evening) 1 thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Hymn for the Week — In the Cross of Christ I Glory LSB #427, st. 4
Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure
By the cross are sanctified;
Peace is there that knows no measure,
Joys that through all time abide.

Closing Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ *}+ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with us all.
Amen.

T Look Ahead for Next Week:
Ezekiel 33:7-9 Romans 13:1-10 Matthew 18:1-20



