Daily Devotions for Home and Family
For Holy Week
March 29 through April 4

FAITH
Chapter 112. There is No Ground in Scripture for the Opinion of Those Who Deny the
Eternity of Future Punishments.

It is in vain, then, that some, indeed very many, make moan over the eternal punishment, and
perpetual, unintermitted torments of the lost, and say they do not believe it shall be so; not, indeed,
that they directly oppose themselves to Holy Scripture, but, at the suggestion of their own
feelings, they soften down everything that seems hard, and give a milder turn to statements which
they think are rather designed to terrify than to be received as literally true. For Hath God they
say, forgotten to be gracious? Has He in anger shut up His tender mercies? Now, they read this in
one of the holy psalms. But without doubt we are to understand it as spoken of those who are
elsewhere called vessels of mercy, because even they are freed from misery not on account of any
merit of their own, but solely through the pity of God. Or, if the men we speak of insist that this
passage applies to all mankind, there is no reason why they should therefore suppose that there
will be an end to the punishment of those of whom it is said, These shall go away into everlasting
punishment; for this shall end in the same manner and at the same time as the happiness of those
of whom it is said, but the righteous unto life eternal. But let them suppose, if the thought gives
them pleasure, that the pains of the damned are, at certain intervals, in some degree assuaged. For
even in this case the wrath of God, that is, their condemnation (for it is this, and not any disturbed
feeling in the mind of God that is called His wrath), abides upon them; that is, His wrath, though it
still remains, does not shut up His tender mercies; though His tender mercies are exhibited, not in
putting an end to their eternal punishment, but in mitigating, or in granting them a respite from,
their torments; for the psalm does not say, to put an end to His anger, or, when His anger is passed
by, but in His anger. Now, if this anger stood alone, or if it existed in the smallest conceivable
degree, yet to be lost out of the kingdom of God, to be an exile from the city of God, to be
alienated from the life of God, to have no share in that great goodness which God has laid up for
them that fear Him, and has wrought out for them that trust in Him, would be a punishment so
great, that, supposing it to be eternal, no torments that we know of, continued through as many
ages as man's imagination can conceive, could be compared with it.

Chapter 113. The Death of the Wicked Shall Be Eternal in the Same Sense as the Life of the
Saints.

This perpetual death of the wicked, then, that is, their alienation from the life of God, shall abide
for ever, and shall be common to them all, whatever men, prompted by their human affections,
may conjecture as to a variety of punishments, or as to a mitigation or intermission of their woes;
just as the eternal life of the saints shall abide for ever, and shall be common to them all, whatever
grades of rank and honor there may be among those who shine with an harmonious effulgence.

~ Enchiridion, Chapters 112-113
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The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from this order as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.
Learn by heart the catechism and hymn each week.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I« everlasting.
Amen.

Psalm - 118

The Catechism — Christian Questions With Their Answers
7. Who is Christ?
The Son of God, true God and man.
8. How many Gods are there?
Only one, but there are three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
9. What has Christ done for you that you trust in Him?
He died for me and shed His blood for me on the cross for the forgiveness of sins.

Daily Readings:
Sunday, March 29 — Hebrew 1:1-14
Monday, March 30 — Hebrew 2:1-18
Tuesday, March 31 — Hebrew 3:1-19(Commemoration of Joseph, Patriarch)
Wednesday, April 1 — Hebrew 4:1-16
Thursday, April 2 — Hebrew 5:1-14
Friday, April 3 — Hebrew 6:1-20
Saturday, April 4 — Hebrew 7:1-22

Meditation (If you are using another devotional tool, such as Portals of Prayer, this
would be an appropriate place to insert it)



Prayers
Let us pray...Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus
Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully
grant that we may follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made
partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

O Lord, turn your eyes in mercy towards us...behold, visit, and relieve all Your servants
who stand in need of prayer:

St. John’s Lutheran Church; The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; The Rev. Matthew
Harrison; The Atlantic District; The Rev. Dien Ashley Taylor; Concordia Theological
Seminary, Ft. Wayne; The Rev. Jon Bruss; Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; The Rev.
Thomas Egger; The Concordia University System; Lutheran Parochial Schools; Our
Sister Churches; All Pastors, Missionaries, and Church Workers; The Rev. Eric Stinnett
& Family; The Rev. Dr. Tom Park; The United States of America; President Donald
Trump; The U.S. Congress and Senate; The Supreme Court Justices and all judges and
magistrates; Governor Kathy Hochul; All State and locally elected officials; U.S. Military
Personnel; All Fire, Police, and EMS workers and volunteers; Emily Arrasate; Rob
Arrasate; Jim Baum; Jackie Blydenburgh; Roseann Carrano; Roy & Ingrid Chopping;
Dean Clemente; Ed Doepp; Holly Erb; Anne Grant; Don Mack; Dorothy Mistler; Rudy &
Julie Morgenfruh; Dot Rigaud; Joanne Roland; Alice Ryan; Chuck & Judy Scott; Judy
Smith; Gertrude Sutorius; Arlene Uhl; Ingrid Vessie; Elaine Whitehouse; Jack
Whitehouse

Armed Forces: Gregory D’Alessandro; Emma Levine; Phillip Rappe; Brian Williams;
Michael John Young

Look upon them with your grace and favor; grant them comfort and a sure confidence in
You; defend them from all danger and keep them in perpetual peace and safety; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Morning or Evening Prayer
(Morning) 1 thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may
please You. For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over
me. Amen.

(Evening) 1 thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Hymn for the Week — Ride On, Ride On in Majesty LSB #441, st. 5
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die.
Bow Thy meek head to mortal pain,
Then take, O God, Thy pow’r and reign.

Closing Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ *}+ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with us all.
Amen.

T Look Ahead for Next Week:

Holy Thursday: Exodus 24:3-11; Hebrews 9:11-22; Matthew 26:17-30
Good Friday: Isaiah 52:13-53:12; Hebrews 4:14-16, 5:7-9; John 18:1-19:42
Holy Saturday: John 20:1-18
Easter Sunrise: Exodus 14:10-15:1; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; John 20:1-18
Easter Sunday: Acts 10:34-43; Colossians 3:1-4, Matthew 28:1-10



