Daily Devotions for Home and Family
For the Week of the Fifth Sunday After the Epiphany
February 8 through February 14

FAITH
Chapter 98. Predestination to Eternal Life is Wholly of God's Free Grace.

And, moreover, who will be so foolish and blasphemous as to say that God cannot change the evil
wills of men, whichever, whenever, and wheresoever He chooses, and direct them to what is
good? But when He does this He does it of mercy; when He does it not, it is of justice that He
does it not for He has mercy on whom He will have mercy, and whom He will He hardens. And
when the apostle said this, he was illustrating the grace of God, in connection with which he had
just spoken of the twins in the womb of Rebecca, who being not yet born, neither having done any
good or evil that the purpose of God according to election might stand, not of works, but of Him
that calls, it was said to her, The elder shall serve the younger. And in reference to this matter he
quotes another prophetic testimony: Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated. But perceiving
how what he had said might affect those who could not penetrate by their understanding the depth
of this grace: What shall we say then? he says: Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid.
For it seems unjust that, in the absence of any merit or demerit, from good or evil works, God
should love the one and hate the other. Now, if the apostle had wished us to understand that there
were future good works of the one, and evil works of the other, which of course God foreknew, he
would never have said, not of works, but, of future works, and in that way would have solved the
difficulty, or rather there would then have been no difficulty to solve. As it is, however, after
answering, God forbid; that is, God forbid that there should be unrighteousness with God; he goes
on to prove that there is no unrighteousness in God's doing this, and says: For He says to Moses, 1
will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have
compassion. Now, who but a fool would think that God was unrighteous, either in inflicting penal
justice on those who had earned it, or in extending mercy to the unworthy? Then he draws his
conclusion: So then it is not of him that wills, nor of him that runs, but of God that shows mercy.
Thus both the twins were born children of wrath, not on account of any works of their own, but
because they were bound in the fetters of that original condemnation which came through Adam.
But He who said, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, loved Jacob of His undeserved
grace, and hated Esau of His deserved judgment. And as this judgment was due to both, the
former learned from the case of the latter that the fact of the same punishment not falling upon
himself gave him no room to glory in any merit of his own, but only in the riches of the divine
grace; because it is not of him that wills, nor of him that runs, but of God that shows mercy. And
indeed the whole face, and, if I may use the expression, every lineament of the countenance of
Scripture conveys by a very profound analogy this wholesome warning to every one who looks
carefully into it, that he who glories should glory in the Lord. ~ Enchiridion, Chapter 98
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The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from this order as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.
Learn by heart the catechism and hymn each week.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life I« everlasting.
Amen.

Psalm - 112:1-9

The Catechism — Sacrament of the Altar
What is the benefit of this eating and drinking?
These words, “Given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins,” show us that
in the Sacrament forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation are given us through these
words. For where there is forgiveness of sins, there is also life and salvation.

Daily Readings:
Sunday, February 8 — John 2:13-25
Monday, February 9 — John 3:1-21
Tuesday, February 10 — John 3:22—4:6 (Commemoration of Silas, Fellow Worker of
St. Peter and St. Paul)
Wednesday, February 11 — John 4:7-26
Thursday, February 12 — John 4:27-45
Friday, February 13 — John 4:46-54 (Commemoration of Aquila, Priscilla, Apollos)
Saturday, February 14 — John 5:1-18 (Commemoration of Valentine, Martyr)

Meditation (If you are using another devotional tool, such as Portals of Prayer, this
would be an appropriate place to insert it)



Prayers
Let us pray...O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that,
relying on the hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your
mighty power; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

O Lord, turn your eyes in mercy towards us...behold, visit, and relieve all Your servants
who stand in need of prayer:

St. John’s Lutheran Church; The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; The Rev. Matthew
Harrison; The Atlantic District; The Rev. Dien Ashley Taylor; Concordia Theological
Seminary, Ft. Wayne; The Rev. Jon Bruss; Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; The Rev.
Thomas Egger; The Concordia University System; Lutheran Parochial Schools; Our
Sister Churches; All Pastors, Missionaries, and Church Workers; The Rev. Eric Stinnett
& Family; The Rev. Dr. Tom Park; The United States of America; President Donald
Trump; The U.S. Congress and Senate; The Supreme Court Justices and all judges and
magistrates; Governor Kathy Hochul; All State and locally elected officials; U.S. Military
Personnel; All Fire, Police, and EMS workers and volunteers; Emily Arrasate; Rob
Arrasate; Jim Baum; Jackie Blydenburgh; Roseann Carrano; Roy & Ingrid Chopping; Ed
Doepp; Anne Grant; Don Mack; Dorothy Mistler; Rudy & Julie Morgenfruh; Dot
Rigaud; Joanne Roland; Alice Ryan; Judy Smith; Rita Smith; Gertrude Sutorius; Fred
Unz; Ingrid Vessie; Jack Whitehouse

Armed Forces: Gregory D’Alessandro; Emma Levine; Phillip Rappe; Brian Williams;
Michael John Young

Look upon them with your grace and favor; grant them comfort and a sure confidence in
You; defend them from all danger and keep them in perpetual peace and safety; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Morning or Evening Prayer
(Morning) 1 thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may
please You. For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over
me. Amen.

(Evening) 1 thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Hymn for the Week — Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service LSB #848, st. 4
Called by worship to Your service,
Forth in Your dear name we go,
To the child, the youth, the aged,
Love in living deeds to show;
Hope and health, goodwill and comfort,
Counsel, aid, and peace we give,
That Your servants, Lord, in freedom
May Your mercy know and live.

Closing Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ *}+ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with us all.
Amen.

T Look Ahead for Next Week:
Exodus 24:8-18 2 Peter 1:16-21 Matthew 17:1-9



