
Daily Devotions for Home and Family 

For the Week of the Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 20 through 26 

Preface 

[17] It must be true that whoever knows the Ten Commandments perfectly must know all the 

Scriptures [Matthew 7:12]. So, in all matters and cases, he can advise, help, comfort, judge, 

and decide both spiritual and temporal matters. Such a person must be qualified to sit in 

judgment over all doctrines, estates, spirits, laws, and whatever else is in the world [1 

Corinthians 6:2–3]. [18] And what, indeed, is the entire Book of Psalms but thoughts and 

exercises upon the First Commandment? Now I truly know that such lazy “bellies” and 

arrogant spirits do not understand a single psalm, much less the entire Holy Scriptures. Yet 

they pretend to know and despise the catechism, which is a short and brief summary of all the 

Holy Scriptures. 

 

[19] Therefore, I again beg all Christians—especially pastors and preachers—not to think of 

themselves as doctors too soon and imagine that they know everything. (For imagination, like 

unshrunk cloth, will fall far short of the measure.) Instead, they should daily exercise 

themselves well in these studies and constantly use them. Furthermore, they should guard with 

all care and diligence against the poisonous infection of contentment and vain imagination, 

but steadily keep on reading, teaching, learning, pondering, and meditating on the catechism. 

And they should not stop until they have tested and are sure that they have taught the devil to 

death, and have become more learned than God Himself and all His saints. 

 

[20] If they show such diligence, then I will promise them—and they shall also see—what 

fruit they will receive, and what excellent people God will make of them. So in due time they 

themselves will admit that the longer and the more they study the catechism, the less they 

know of it and the more they will find to learn. Only then, as hungry and thirsty men, will they 

truly relish what now they cannot stand because of great abundance and contentment. To this 

end may God grant His grace! Amen. ~ The Large Catechism, Preface, 17-20 



The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray and confess out loud as much from this order as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  

Learn by heart the catechism and hymn each week. 
  

Invocation 

 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  

He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 

Amen. 
 

Psalm – 27:1-9 
 

The Catechism – The Lord’s Prayer – Fifth Petition 

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 What does this mean? 

We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look at our sins, or 

deny our prayer because of them.  We are neither worthy of the things for which 

we pray, nor have we deserved them, but we ask that He would give them all to us 

by grace, for we daily sin much and deserve nothing but punishment.  So we too 

will sincerely forgive and gladly do good to those who sin against us. 
 

Daily Readings: 
Sunday, September 20 – 1 Timothy 3:1-16 

Monday, September 21 – 1 Timothy 4:1-16 (The Feast of St. Matthew, Apostle and 

Evangelist; suggested add’l reading: Matthew 9:9-13) 

Tuesday, September 22 – 1 Timothy 5:1-16 (Commemoration of Jonah) 

Wednesday, September 23 – 1 Timothy 5:17—6:2  

Thursday, September 24 – 1 Timothy 6:3-21 

Friday, September 25 – Matthew 3:1-17 

Saturday, September 26 – Matthew 4:1-11  

 
Meditation (If you are using another devotional tool, such as Portals of Prayer, this 

would be an appropriate place to insert it) 
 



Prayers   
Let us pray…Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying 

on anything we have done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to 

Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

O Lord, turn your eyes in mercy towards us…behold, visit, and relieve all Your servants 

who stand in need of prayer: 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church; The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; The Rev. Matthew 

Harrison; The Atlantic District; The Rev. Dien Ashley Taylor; Concordia Theological 

Seminary, Ft. Wayne; The Rev. Jon Bruss; Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; The Rev. 

Thomas Egger; The Concordia University System; Lutheran Parochial Schools; Our 

Sister Churches; All Pastors, Missionaries, and Church Workers; The Rev. Eric Stinnett 

& Family; The Rev. Dr. Tom Park; The United States of America; President Donald 

Trump; The U.S. Congress and Senate; The Supreme Court Justices and all judges and 

magistrates; Governor Kathy Hochul; All State and locally elected officials; U.S. Military 

Personnel; All Fire, Police, and EMS workers and volunteers; Lindy Amibile; Emily 

Arrasate; Rob Arrasate; Jim Baum; Jackie Blydenburgh; Barbara Brush; Roseann 

Carrano; Dean Clemente; John D’Angelo; Rose DeCurzio; Ed Doepp; Tara Coppola; 

Kim Dufrenoy; Bill East; Holly Erb; Jason Erb; Marion Flaharty; Kristin Fletcher; The 

Family of Mary Fusi; Viola Grau; Harper Gwin; Marilyn Jorg; Louise Kagenaar; Peter 

Lopacki; Don Mack; Sammy Malenczak; Katie Marghoob; Dorothy Mistler; Rudy & 

Julie Morgenfruh; Karen Paul; Joanne Roland; Alice Ryan; Diane Schortemeyer; Chuck 

& Judy Scott; Asa Shaw; Judy Smith; Gertrude Sutorius; Arlene Uhl; Ingrid Vessie; 

Elaine Whitehouse; Jack Whitehouse 

 

Armed Forces: Gregory D’Alessandro; Emma Levine; Phillip Rappe; Brian Williams; 

Michael John Young 

 

Look upon them with your grace and favor; grant them comfort and a sure confidence in 

You; defend them from all danger and keep them in perpetual peace and safety; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  Amen. 

 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

Morning or Evening Prayer 
 (Morning) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 

would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 

please You.  For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me.  Amen. 
 

 (Evening) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 

sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your 

hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 

Hymn for the Week – Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying LSB #826, st. 4 

Let none hear you idly saying, 

“There is nothing I can do,” 

While the multitudes are dying 

And the Master calls for you. 

Take the task He gives you gladly, 

Let His work your pleasure be; 

Answer quickly when He calleth, 

“Here am I, send me, send me!” 

 

Closing Blessing 

 L  Let us bless the Lord.   

C  Thanks be to God. 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ T and the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with us all. 

C Amen. 

 

 
† Look Ahead for Next Week: 

Ezekiel 18:1-14, 25-32 Philippians 2:1-4, 14-28 Matthew 21:23-27 


