Daily Devotions for Home and Family
For the Week of All Saints’
November 1 through November 7

Explanation of the Appendix to the First Commandment
[30] I the LORD your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the
third and the fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing steadfast love to thousands of those
who love Me and keep My commandments. [Exodus 20:5-6]
[31] These words relate to all the commandments (as we shall learn later). But they are joined to this
chief commandment because it is most important that people get their thinking straight first. For where
the head is right, the whole life must be right, and vice versa. [32] Learn, therefore, from these words
how angry God is with those who trust in anything but Him. And again, learn how good and gracious
He is to those who trust and believe in Him alone with their whole heart [Deuteronomy 6:5]. His anger
does not stop until the fourth generation of those who hate Him. [33] He says this so you will not live
in such security and commit yourself to chance, like people with brute hearts who think that it makes
no great difference how they live. On the other hand, His blessing and goodness reach many
thousands. [34] He is a God who will not overlook that people turn from Him. He will not stop being
angry until the fourth generation, even until they are utterly exterminated. Therefore, He is to be feared
and not to be despised [Deuteronomy 10:20].
[35] He has also made this known in all history, as the Scriptures abundantly show and daily
experience still teaches. For from the beginning He has utterly uprooted all idolatry. Because of
idolatry, He has uprooted both heathen people and Jewish people. To this day He overthrows all false
worship, so that all who remain therein must finally perish [2 Chronicles 7:19-20]. [36] Proud,
powerful, and rich men of the world «Sardanapalians and Phalarides, who surpass even the Persians in
wealth) are still to be found. They boast defiantly of their Mammon. They utterly disregard whether
God is angry at them or smiles on them. They dare to withstand His wrath, yet they shall not succeed.
Before they are aware of it, they shall be wrecked, with all in which they trusted. All others have
perished like this who have thought themselves more secure or powerful.
[37] Such hard heads imagine that God overlooks and allows them to rest in security, or that He is
entirely ignorant or cares nothing about such matters. Therefore, God must deal a smashing blow and
punish them, so that He cannot forget their sin unto their children’s children. In that way, everyone
may take note and see that this is no joke to Him. [38] These are the people He means when He says,
“those who hate Me” [Exodus 20:5]; i.e., those who persist in their defiance and pride. Whatever is
preached or said to them, they will not listen. When they are rebuked, in order that they may learn to
know themselves and make amends before the punishment begins, they become mad and foolish. They
rightly deserve wrath, as we see daily in bishops and princes now.
[39] But as terrible as these threatenings are, so much more powerful is the consolation in the promise.
For those who cling to God alone should be sure that He will show them mercy. In other words, He
will show them pure goodness and blessing, not only for themselves, but also to their children and
their children’s children, even to the thousandth generation and beyond that. [40] This ought certainly
to move and impel us to risk our hearts in all confidence with God [Hebrews 4:16; 10:19-23], if we
wish all temporal and eternal good. For the supreme Majesty makes such outstanding offers and
presents such heartfelt encouragements and such rich promises. ~ LC 1:30-39




The Order of Meditation and Prayer

Pray and confess out loud as much from this order as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.
Learn by heart the catechism and hymn each week.

Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the *} Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life *I+ everlasting.
Amen.

Psalm — 149

The Catechism — Baptism — Third
How can water do such great things?

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does these things,
along with the faith which trusts this word of God in the water. For without God’s word
the water is plain water and no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that
is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as
St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and
renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ
our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become heirs having the
hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” Titus 3:5-8

Daily Readings:
Sunday, November 1 — Matthew 21:1-22 (Feast of All Saints’; suggested add’l
reading: Matthew 5:1-12)
Monday, November 2 — Matthew 21:23-46
Tuesday, November 3 — Matthew 22:1-22
Wednesday, November 4 — Matthew 22:23-46
Thursday, November 5 — Matthew 23:1-12
Friday, November 6 — Matthew 23:13-39
Saturday, November 7 — Matthew 24:1-28

Meditation (If you are using another devotional tool, such as Portals of Prayer, this
would be an appropriate place to insert it)



Prayers
Let us pray...Almighty and everlasting God, You knit together Your faithful people
of all times and places into one holy communion, the mystical body of Your Son,
Jesus Christ. Grant us so to follow Your blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living
that, together with them, we may come to the unspeakable joys You have prepared for
those who love You; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

O Lord, turn your eyes in mercy towards us...behold, visit, and relieve all Your servants
who stand in need of prayer:

St. John’s Lutheran Church; The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; The Rev. Matthew
Harrison; The Atlantic District; The Rev. Dien Ashley Taylor; Concordia Theological
Seminary, Ft. Wayne; The Rev. Jon Bruss; Concordia Seminary, St. Louis; The Rev.
Thomas Egger; The Concordia University System; Lutheran Parochial Schools; Our
Sister Churches; All Pastors, Missionaries, and Church Workers; The Rev. Eric Stinnett
& Family; The Rev. Dr. Tom Park; The United States of America; President Donald
Trump; The U.S. Congress and Senate; The Supreme Court Justices and all judges and
magistrates; Governor Kathy Hochul; All State and locally elected officials; U.S. Military
Personnel; All Fire, Police, and EMS workers and volunteers; Lindy Amibile; Emily
Arrasate; Rob Arrasate; George Arrigo; Jim Baum; Jackie Blydenburgh; Eugene
Bolmarcich; Barbara Brush; Roseann Carrano; Dean Clemente; John D’Angelo; Rose
DeCurzio; Ed Doepp; Tara Coppola; Bill East; Holly Erb; Jason Erb; Kristin Fletcher;
Richard Frenz; The Family of Mary Fusi; John Geyer; Viola Grau; Harper Gwin; Denise
Howard; Marilyn Jorg; Peter Lopacki; Don Mack; Sammy Malenczak; Katie Marghoob;
Dorothy Mistler; Rudy & Julie Morgenfruh; Daniel, Sarah & Ruby Orama; Honey Pabst;
Karen Paul; Joanne Roland; Alice Ryan; Diane Schortemeyer; Chuck & Judy Scott; Asa
Shaw; Judy Smith; Gertrude Sutorius; Arlene Uhl; Ingrid Vessie; Elaine Whitehouse;
Jack Whitehouse; Edward Zerbe

Armed Forces: Gregory D’Alessandro; Emma Levine; Phillip Rappe; Brian Williams;
Michael John Young

Look upon them with your grace and favor; grant them comfort and a sure confidence in
You; defend them from all danger and keep them in perpetual peace and safety; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen.



Lord’s Prayer

Morning or Evening Prayer
(Morning) 1 thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son,
that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You
would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may
please You. For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over
me. Amen.

(Evening) 1 thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my
sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be
with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Hymn for the Week — Behold a Host, Arrayed in White LSB #676, st. 3
O blessed saints in bright array
Now safely home in endless day,
Extol the Lord,
Who with His Word
Sustained you on the way.
The steep and narrow path you trod;
You toiled and sowed the Word abroad,;
Rejoice and bring
Your fruits and sing
Before the throne of God.
The myriad angels raise their song;
O saints, sing with that happy throng!
Lift up one voice;
Let heav’n rejoice
In our Redeemer’s song!

Closing Blessing
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ *I+ and the love of God and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with us all.
Amen.

T Look Ahead for Next Week:
Amos 5:18-24 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Matthew 25:1-13
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