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Welecome to Saint John’s €vangelical luthgran Church

Rejoice in God’s grace. Live as disciples. Love one another.

Our Purpose

The family of St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, gathered around Word and Sacrament,
enhanced by liturgy and music, exists to encourage its members in a life of discipleship in Christ
Jesus and fellowship with one another.

Utilizing the gifts that God has entrusted to us, we engage in acts of mercy, attending to the
spiritual and physical needs within our congregation and community.

We bear witness to the Grace of God through living in His Word thus demonstrating the love
Christ has shown us.

To Those Visiting with Us Today
We welcome you among us as we gather in God’s presence to receive his benefits towards us. If
this is your first time visiting, please introduce yourself to the Pastor on the way out. We pray
God’s blessings upon you in this time, and invite you to continue to join us in the future. Please
contact the Pastor if you have any needs or questions about St. John’s and the work for which
he has called us.

A Guide to the Symbols in the Service
(P) = Pastor; (L) = Lector; (@ = Congregation

Anywhere the symbol I+ appears, the sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of
their Baptism. Please move in and out of the sanctuary at places marked with an asterisk (*).

As We Gather

Like you and me, the child Jesus also grew, not just in stature but also in wisdom and knowledge.
Today we find a twelve-year-old Jesus in the synagogue, or as he calls it, his Father’s house.
Jesus needed to be where his Father was to continue his learning and growth, and also to inquire
deeply into the mysteries of God - something the teachers were impressed by. It may seem weird
that Jesus, the Son of God, needed to grow in his knowledge of himself, yet it is a reminder to
us that we never can fully mine the depths of God’s nature and essence. There is always more
to learn about this great God and Savior we have, and he invites us into his house each week to
do so!

Today in the Church Year
Christmas, and its twelve-day season, is a time of remembering and celebrating our Lord’s
incarnation (God in the flesh) and what that means for us now and eternally. As Luther writes
in his Christmas hymn, “From heaven above to earth | come, to bring good news to everyone.”
And that good news is that God’s long-promised redemption is at hand. Jesus comes to bear the
weight of humanity’s sin, to carry it to the cross, and to rise victoriously to bring light and life
to all the world. All of that work begins with Christ’s humble birth. The white on the altar in
this season is a reminder of the purity of Jesus, and of the newness of life which he brings to us.
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I« IN NOMINE JESU - IN THE NAME OF JESUS I«
A Prayer upon Entering Church

God of grace, you have given us minds to know you, hearts to love you, and voices to sing your
praise. Fill us with your Spirit, that we may celebrate your glory and worship you in spirit and
truth; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Opening Voluntary: Noel Louis Claude Daquin
Announcements & Sharing of the Peace

I« Service of Preparation *I-

*Opening Hymn: From East to West LSB 385
Tune: VOM HIMMEL HOCH

Invocation, Confession and Absolution (Marr. 28:19b)

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

In the name of the Father and of the *I* Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins
unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to
grant us forgiveness. (Heb. 10:22)

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

who made heaven and earth. (Ps. 124:8)

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. (Ps. 32:5)
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

(P) O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities
with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal
and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely
repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son,
Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

(P] Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins
in the name of the Father and of the *}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit. (Jn. 20:19-
23)

Amen.
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I« Service of the Word -

*Kyrie (Mark 10:47)
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Salutation and Collect of the Day (2 Timothy 4:22)

(P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Let us pray...Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light
of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives;
through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Sit
Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4-15
The Old Testament Reading for The Second Sunday after Christmas is taken
from First Kings, the third chapter.

* The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place.

Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.
At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask
what I shall give you.” 5And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast
love to your servant David my father, because he walked before you in faithfulness,
in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for
him this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this
day. "And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David
my father, although I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in.
8And your servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great
people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. *Give your servant
therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may discern between
good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?”

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. "'And God said to him,
“Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches
or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern
what is right, ’behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I give you a wise
and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none like you
shall arise after you. I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and
honor, so that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. "*And if you will
walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David
walked, then I will lengthen your days.”

B And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem
and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and offered up burnt offerings
and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



*Psalm 119:97-104 (The Cantor introduces the antiphon, the Congregation repeats the antiphon and
sings the bolded verses and antiphon as indicated)
Antiphon vs 99
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7 Oh how I | love your law!*
It is my meditation | all the day.

%8 Your commandment makes me | wiser than my enemies,*
for it is | ever with me.

% I have more understanding than | all my teachers,*
for your testimonies are my | meditation.
107 ynderstand | more than the ageéd,*

for I | keep your precepts. Antiphon

11T hold back my feet from every | evil way,*
in order to | keep your word.

1221 do not turn aside from your | just decrees,*
for | you have taught me.

13 How sweet are your | words to my taste,*
sweeter than | honey to my mouth!

14 Through your precepts I get | un-derstanding;*
therefore I hate | every false way.

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,
is now, and will be forever. | Amen. Antiphon



Epistle Ephesians 1:3-14

The Epistle is from Ephesians, the first chapter.

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, *even as he chose us in
him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before
him. In love *he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, 5to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed
us in the Beloved. "In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, *which he lavished upon us,
in all wisdom and insight *making known to us the mystery of his will, according to
his purpose, which he set forth in Christ "as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite
all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

"'In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to
the purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 1’so
that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. *In
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, *who is the guarantee
of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Holy Gospel Luke 2:40-52
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
o) | .
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

Y And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God
was upon him.

“"Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.
“ And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. **And when
the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, *’but supposing him to be in the group they
went a day’s journey, but then they began to search for him among their relatives
and acquaintances, “and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem,
searching for him. “*Afier three days they found him in the temple, sitting among
the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. *’ And all who heard him
were amazed at his understanding and his answers. **And when his parents saw
him, they were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated
us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.”
*“And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I
must be in my Father’s house?” *’And they did not understand the saying that he
spoke to them. *'And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was
submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart.

2And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life "I« of the world to come. Amen.

*The term “catholic” means the whole Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine.



Sit
*Hymn of the Day: To Your Temple, Lord, | Come LSB 981
Tune: GOTT SEI DANK
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give me grace In Your courts Your love to trace.
soul may bless Christ the Lord, my righ - teous - ness.
Spir - it pleads; Hear, for Je - sus in - ter - cedes.

5 While I listen to Your Law,
Fill my soul with humble awe
Till Your Gospel bring to me
Life and immortality.

6 While Your ministers proclaim
Peace and pardon in Your name,
Through their voice, by faith, may |
Hear You speaking from the sky.

7 From Your house when I return,
May my heart within me burn,
And at evening let me say,

“I have walked with God today.”

Sermon: Wisdom for the ages
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*Offering: Within the Father’s House text: James R. Woodford (1820-1885), alt.
music: Johann Balthasar Konig (1691-1758), adapted William Havergal (1793-1870)

Within the Father’s house The Son has found His home,
And to His temple suddenly The Lord of life has come.

The doctors of the Law Gaze on the wondrous child
And marvel at His gracious words Of wisdom undefiled.

Yet not to them is giv’'n The mighty truth to know,
To lift the earthly veil that hides Incarnate God below.

The secret of the Lord Escapes each human eye,
And faithful pond’ring hearts await The full epiphany.

Lord, visit Thou our souls And teach us by Thy grace
Each dim revealing of Thyself With loving awe to trace
Till we behold Thy face And know as we are known
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Coequal Three in One.

(Please fill out the green attendance card the pew, and then hand it to the usher on the way forward for
communion.)

Stand
*Offertory (Psalm 51:10-12)
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Prayer of the Church (1 Timothy 2:1-4)

Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people
according to their needs.

(after each petition)

=

P} Lord, in your mercy...

Hear our prayer.

(P) ...one God, now and forever.
Amen.

I« Service of the Sacrament -

Preface (2 Timothy 4:22; Colossians 3:1; Psalm 136)

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have
given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your
Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Sanctus (Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9)
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Lord's Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13; Luke 11:2-4)
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord (Mt 26:26-28; Mk 14:22-24; Lk 22:19-20; 1 Cor 11:23-25)

(P)  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said:
“Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance
of Me.” In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you, this cup is
the new testament in My I+ blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of

sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
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Pax Domini (John 20:19)
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
8 Amen.

Agnus Dei (John 1:29)
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O  Christ,Thou Lamb of God, that tak-est a-way the sin of the

world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sit
Distribution

Please read what Saint John’s believes concerning the Sacrament of the Altar:

As Lutherans, we believe, teach, and confess that in the Holy Supper all receive the Body and Blood of our
Lord Jesus Christ with their mouth. Believers feed on Christ for the assurance of salvation and the
strengthening of their faith.

To assure that our Lord’s great gifts are received in a beneficial way, Holy Scripture says in 1 Corinthians
11:28-29 "A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone
who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself." Self
examination includes:

1) The confession that we are sinful and in need of God’s forgiveness. (Ps 51; Romans 3: 9-28)

2) The faith that Jesus Christ is truly and actually present in the Sacrament, offering His very Body and Blood
for all to eat, so that our sins are forgiven. (Mt 26: 26-28; 1 Cor 10: 16-21)

3) The sincere resolve, with the Holy Spirit’s help, to amend what is sinful in our life by actively belonging
to a body of believers where these Scriptural truths are preached and taught. (Acts 2: 42; Ephesians 2: 8-10)
If this reflects your belief and you are a member in good standing, not under discipline, at a congregation of
The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod or a church body with which we are in fellowship, we welcome you
to the Lord’s Table and pray that His Body and Blood will be for your soul the highest good. If you are not
sure, or do not understand, we ask that you speak with the Pastor, at your earliest convenience, prior to
communing. If you would like to come to the altar and receive a personal blessing instead of the Eucharist,
please cross your arms over your chest as a sign to the pastor.
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Distribution will take place around the altar. Both sides of the church will be ushered forward up the center
aisle at the same time with the first person in line starting at the center, and the rest fanning out along the
sides. Once everyone has come forward, you will be invited to kneel, if able, to receive the Sacrament. Once
all have received, and the pastor announces the dismissal, you may stand and the two people in the middle
will turn and start back to their seats, with both sides following and returning via the side aisles.

A Prayer before Communing

Holy Father, we ask you now, by this blessed food and drink, to deliver your church from every
evil, to teach it to love you perfectly, and make it truly one, even as this bread was made from many
grains of wheat to become the carrier of the body of our Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

*Distribution Hymn: Once in Royal David’s City LSB 376
Tune: IRBY
*Distribution Hymn: Away in a Manger LSB 365

Tune: AWAY IN A MANGER

A Prayer after Receiving the Sacrament

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on your

grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made

known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Stand

*Post-Communion Canticle: Nunc Dimittus (Luke 2:29-32)
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Thanksgiving (Psaim 107:1)

(P) O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

and His mercy endures forever.

(P} Letus pray...We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed
us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love
toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Salutation and Benedicamus (2 Timothy 4:22; Psalm 103:1)
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
(P) Bless we the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction (Numbers 6:24-26)
(P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: From Heaven Above to Earth | Come LSB 358 (sts. 1-4, 13-15)
Tune: VOM HIMMEL HOCH
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Closing Voluntary: VOM HIMMEL HOCH Johann Pachelbel

(You are invited, and encouraged, to stay and listen to the voluntary as a way to continue to ponder God’s
love for you, and consider how today’s message and music can influence your life over the coming week.
This is also a nice way to calm yourself before heading out into the rest of the day’s activities.)

A Prayer for Departure
O Lord, we beseech Thee mercifully to hear the prayers of Thy Church that we, being delivered
from all adversities and serving Thee with a quiet mind, may enjoy Thy peace all the days of our
life; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord. Amen.

I« SOLI DEO GLORIA - TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY I

Sun 1/4

Mon 1/5

Tue 1/6

Wed 1/7

Thu 1/8

Fri1/9
Sat 1/10
Sun 1/11

T Look Ahead for next week:
The Baptism of our Lord: Isaiah 42:1-9; Romans 6:1-11; Matthew 3:13-17
Daily Devotions for Home and Family are available on the way out and online

SAINT JOHN’S IN ACTION

The Second Sunday after Christmas
Coffee Hour hosted by the Noack Family

7:45am
9:30am
6:00pm
7:00pm
6:00pm
6:00pm
7:00pm

12:30pm
6:00pm
7:00pm
7:45pm
6:30pm
7:00pm
7:30pm
12:30pm
9:00am

Divine Service

Divine Service
Basketball

Boy Scouts

Basketball

First Communion Class
Elders Meeting
Judo/Women’s 12-Step
Narcotics Anonymous
Confirmation Class
Epiphany of Our Lord Divine Service
SoLl

Bells

Judo

Chancel Choir
Narcotics Anonymous
Sanctuary Cleanup

The Baptism of Our Lord

7:45am
8:30am
9:30am
9:30am

Divine Service
Bible Study

Divine Service
Sunday School
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Want to give an offering but forgot cash or a checkbook? Now you
can give securely online! Simply scan the QR Code on your mobile
device and you will be directed to St. John’s Donation page.

Christmas Eve Attendance: 273
Contributions Received 12/22-12/28/25 $13,654 Christmas Day Attendance: 38
Sunday Attendance: 102

Weekly Forecasted Income $5,209
Monthly Mortgage Payment $2,554
F.O.R. Contributions - December $720

Handbell Choir Fund - In memory of Shannon Hole from Honey Pabst.

General Fund - In memory of Joan McHugh from James McHugh.
In memory of John & June O’Brien and Dora Cudemo from the Rivera family.

Epiphany - It may come a day late, but our Epiphany service will be one to celebrate. Join us on
Wednesday, January 7, 2026 at 7pm as we observe the Epiphany of our Lord and remember the
wise men who came to see the newborn King. Hope to see you there!

Sanctuary Cleanup - On Saturday, January 10 beginning at 9am, help is needed to take down the
Christmas decorations and clean up the nativity scene out front. Many hands make light work!

Thrivent Clean Water Kits - Once again, Thrivent is offering us the opportunity to order Water Filter
Kits or Solar Light Build Kits. Every Thrivent Member and Associate Member is entitled to order one
kit per year. However, you need to call and order your kit or visit the Thrivent site online to do so.
Order your kit as soon as possible and let me know when you receive it. They go fast, so do it as soon
as you can. We can gather sometime in February and put them together and get them ready for
mailing. The easiest way to do this is to have your policy number available when you call, and they
will take care of the rest. Honey Pabst, arthon@aol.com, 631-897-5193.

Communion Stewards: Bill Audia (7:45am); Leo Rigaud (9:30am); Ushers: Charlie Erb & Jim Farrell
(7:45am); Jane Emmel & Kristin Noack (9:30am); Readers: Jim Farrell (7:45am); Dorothy Bauer
(9:30am); Musicians: Chancel Choir (9:30); Counters: Steve & Janet Lindfors
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Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

Phone: (631) 589-3202
Website: www.stjohnsayville.org
Facebook: Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church - Sayville NY

Rev. Brian Noack, Pastor
Cell Phone: (631) 806-7119
E-mail: pastor@stjohnsayville.org

Cynthia Holden, Director of Music
E-mail: music@stjohnsayville.org

Whitney Dale, Office Administrator
E-mail: admin@stjohnsayville.org

Carolyn Holtz, Bookkeeper
E-mail: bookkeeper@stiohnsayville.org

Tom Keller & Steve Lindfors
Facilities Management

Saint John’s Divine Service Schedule:
Sunday 7:45am & 9:30am
Wednesday 7:00pm

Church Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday: 9:30am-2:30pm

Bookkeeper Hours:
Tuesdays & Thursdays: 11am-3pm

A congregation of
The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod

Acknowledgments: Divine Service, Setting Three from the Lutheran Service Book. Unless otherwise indicated, all scripture quotations
are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers, Created
by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100010364. Noel, Daquin. In the
public domain. Within the Father’s House, text & tune in the public domain; setting C. Holden, used by permission. Vom Himmel Hoch,
Johann Pachelbel, In the public domain. Psalm 119:99 antiphon © 2010 Cynthia Holden. Tone © 2025 Cynthia Holden. Used by
permission.
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