
III. THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF FAITH BEFORE GOD 
42 This correct distinction explains usefully and well the various disputed issues which the Apology 

discusses in connection with James 2:24. If we speak of the manner in which faith justifies, it is St. 

Paul’s doctrine that faith alone justifies without works when, as we have said above, it applies to us and 

makes our own the merits of Christ. When, however, the question is asked, how a Christian can 

identify, either in his own case or in the case of others, a true living faith and distinguish it from a 

simulated and dead faith (since many lazy and secure Christians delude themselves into thinking that 

they have faith when they do not have true faith), the Apology gives the following answer: “James calls 

that faith dead where all kinds of good works and the fruits of the Spirit do not follow,” and the Latin 

text of the Apology states, “James teaches correctly when he denies that we are justified by such a faith 

as is without works, which is a dead faith.” 43 But, as the Apology declares, James is speaking of the 

good works of those who are already justified through Christ, who are reconciled with God, and who 

have obtained forgiveness of sins through Christ. But when we ask where faith gets the power to justify 

and save, and what belongs thereto, then it is false and incorrect to answer: Faith cannot justify without 

works; or, faith justifies or makes righteous in so far as it is associated with love, on account of which 

love the power to justify is ascribed to faith; or, the presence of good works along with faith is 

necessary if men are to be justified by it before God; or, the presence of good works is necessary in the 

article of justification, or for our justification, as a cause without which a person cannot be justified, and 

that the exclusive terms which St. Paul employs, such as “apart from works,”2 do not exclude works 

from the article of justification. Faith justifies solely for this reason and on this account, that as a means 

and instrument it embraces God’s grace and the merit of Christ in the promise of the Gospel. 44 Let this 

suffice as a summary exposition of the doctrine of justification by faith, since it meets the requirements 

of this document. The doctrine has been set forth in detail in the previously mentioned writings. From 

these, too, the false antitheses become clear, namely, that in addition to the errors already named we 

must criticize, expose, and reject the following and similar errors as contrary to the preceding 

explanation: 
45 1. That our love or our good works are a meritorious basis or cause of our justification before 

God, either entirely or in part. 
46 2. That by good works man must make himself worthy and fit to have the merit of Christ applied 

to him. 
47 3. That our real righteousness before God is our love or the renewal which the Holy Spirit works 

and is within us. 
48 4. That righteousness by faith before God consists of two pieces or parts, namely, the gracious 

forgiveness of sins and, as a second element, renewal or sanctification. 
49 5. That faith justifies only because righteousness is begun in us by faith, or that faith has priority 

in justification but that renewal and love likewise belong to our righteousness before God, in such a 

way, however, that they are not the principal cause but that our justification before God is incomplete or 

imperfect without such love and renewal. 
50 6. Likewise that the believers are justified before God and are righteous both through the 

reckoned righteousness of Christ and through their own inchoate new obedience, or in part by the 

reckoning of Christ’s righteousness and in part by the inchoate new obedience. 
51 7. Likewise that the promise of grace is made our own through faith in the heart, through the 

confession which we make with our mouth, and through other virtues. ~ FC, SD III:42-51 

Daily Devotions for Home and Family 

For the Week of The Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 May 21 through May 27 



The Order of Meditation and Prayer 
Pray and confess out loud as much from this order as you are able, or as your family size and ages dictate.  

Learn by heart the catechism and hymn each week. 
  

Invocation 
 In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 

of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  

He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended 

into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He 

will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Psalm – 68:1-10 
 

The Catechism – Daily Prayers  

4.  What have you deserved from God because of your sins? 

 His wrath and displeasure, temporal death, and eternal damnation.  See Romans 

6:21, 23. 

5.  Do you hope to be saved? 

 Yes, that is my hope. 

6.  In whom then do you trust? 

  In my dear Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Daily Readings: 
Sunday, May 21 – Luke 18:18-34 (Commemoration of Emperor Constantine, 

Christian Ruler, and Helena, Mother of Constantine) 

Monday, May 22 – Luke 18:35-19:10 

Tuesday, May 23 – Luke 19:11-28 

Wednesday, May 24 – Luke 19:29-48 (Commemoration of Esther) 

Thursday, May 24 – Luke 20:1-18 (Commemoration of Bede the Venerable, 

Theologian) 

Friday, May 26 – Luke 20:19-44 

Saturday, May 27 – Luke 20:45-21:19 
 

Meditation (If you are using another devotional tool, such as Portals of Prayer, this 

would be an appropriate place to insert it) 
 



Prayers 
Let us pray…O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all 

heavens, leave us not without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You 

promised from the Father; for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever.  Amen. 

  

O Lord, turn your eyes in mercy towards us…behold, visit, and relieve all Your servants 

who stand in need of prayer: 
 

St. John’s Lutheran Church; The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; The Rev. 

Matthew Harrison; The Atlantic District; The Rev. Dien Ashley Taylor; Concordia 

Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne; The Rev. Lawrence Rast; Concordia Seminary, St. 

Louis; The Rev. Thomas Egger; The Concordia University System; Lutheran 

Parochial Schools; Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Jerusalem; Our Sister 

Churches; All Pastors, Missionaries, and Church Workers; The United States of 

America; President Joseph Biden; The U.S. Congress and Senate; The Supreme Court 

Justices and all judges and magistrates; Governor Kathy Hochul; All State and locally 

elected officials; U.S. Military Personnel; All Fire, Police, and EMS workers and 

volunteers; Maryann Arrasate; Rob Arrasate; Jackie Blydenburgh; Claire Bornholdt; 

Roseann Carrano; Glen Decker; Steven Devery; Marion Dwyer; Michael Emmel; 

Lisa Harris; Sue Harrison; Julie Jacobsen; Joyce Keller; Bill Lemke; Bill McIntyre; 

Marge McLachlan; Barbara Meirdierks; Colette Miller; Dorothy & Don Mistler; Art 

Pabst; Elaine Parrish; Jean Roth; Alice Ryan; Charlene Schneeberg; Bert Schneider; 

William Schultz; Carol Shaw; Judy Smith; Thelma Stegemann; Gertrude Sutorius; 

Ingrid Vessie; Jessica Von Brook; The Conflict in Ukraine 

 

Armed Forces: Gregory D’Alessandro; Phillip Rappe; Brian Williams 

 

Look upon them with your grace and favor; grant them comfort and a sure confidence in 

You; defend them from all danger and keep them in perpetual peace and safety; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.  Amen. 

 



Lord’s Prayer 
 

Morning or Evening Prayer 
 (Morning) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, 

that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You 

would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may 

please You.  For into your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all 

things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me.  Amen. 
 

 (Evening) I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my 

sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night.  For into Your 

hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
 

Hymn for the Week – I Know My Faith is Founded  LSB #544, st. 5 

 For us by wickedness betrayed, 

For us, in crown of the thorns arrayed, 

He bore the shameful cross and death; 

For us He gave His dying breath.   

 

Closing Blessing 
 L  Let us bless the Lord.   

C  Thanks be to God. 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ T and the love of God and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with us all. 

C Amen. 

 

Looking ahead for The Day of Pentecost: 
Numbers 11:24-30   Acts 2:1-21    John 7:37-39 


