
Christian stewardship begins
with the understanding that all we have is 
God’s and that “we brought nothing into 
the world, and we cannot take anything 
out of the world” (1 Tim. 6:7 ESV). Since 
all we have is God’s, we should use it for 
His purposes. God’s purpose for us in our 
lives is expressed in the various vocations, 
or callings, that we have.

In one sense, all there is to say about 
stewardship is this: Live a godly, generous 
life in your vocations in church, home 
and society. Love God and serve your 
neighbor. That’s the whole Law. But we 
are still left with the details. What does 
loving my neighbor and being faithful 
to God look like in my life? What does a 
generous life of stewardship look like? 

For believers in Christ, the Law serves 
as a guide to how to live a life of 
thanksgiving for the wonderful gift of 
eternal life in Christ Jesus. 
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good; for his steadfast love endures forever!
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This November, learn how Christ sustains His Church and cares for the world through our 
stewardship of His kingdom. With all God has entrusted to His people, the Gospel goes out as 

we serve our Lord and love our neighbor. Thanks be to God for all His good gifts to us!
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God’s Law on supporting the Church 
calls us to support it faithfully from 
our firstfruits, to do it voluntarily and 
cheerfully, and to do it proportionally. 
Does that convict you? Does the Law 
show your sin? That is the bad news of 
our sinfulness against God’s Law. But 
the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ is that we are forgiven by Christ’s 
work on the cross. God loves us and has 
made us His children in Baptism. He 
feeds us with His very body and blood 
for the forgiveness of our sins. We are 
His, and no one can snatch us out of 
His hands. And that’s the motivation 
for cheerful, generous giving to the 
Lord’s work.

Please join us in sharing with others our 
true motivation for cheerful, generous 
giving to the Lord’s work! 
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Prayers  
for congregational or home use 
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Receive, O God, our bodies and souls and all our talents, together 
with the offerings we bring to You, for by His blood Your Son has 
purchased us to be Your own that we may live under Him in His 
kingdom (General Prayer I, Altar Book, Page 441).

Accept, we implore You, our bodies and souls, our hearts and minds, 
our talents and powers, together with the offerings we bring before 
You as our humble service (General Prayer II, Altar Book, Page 441).

Help us to treasure in our hearts all that You have done for us, and 
enable us to show our thankfulness in lives that are wholly given to 
Your service (Prayer of the Church, Altar Book, Page 442).

For this congregation, its mission and its people; for the ability to 
meet the needs that arise as we do the work God has given us to do; 
and for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, let us pray to the 
Lord: Lord, have mercy … For all the faithful, that the Spirit would 
lead them to cheerful, generous giving from the bounty the Lord 
provides, to support the Church and to help those in need, let us pray 
to the Lord: Lord, have mercy (Prayer of the Church, Altar Book, 
Page 444).
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